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GENESIS Lesson 45 – 9/22/19 

Joseph’s brothers buy corn 

42:1: Now when Jacob saw that there was corn in Egypt, Jacob said 

unto his sons, Why do ye look one upon another? 

42:2: And he said, Behold, I have heard that there is corn in Egypt: get 

you down thither, and buy for us from thence; that we may live, and 

not die. 

42:3: And Joseph's ten brethren went down to buy corn in Egypt. 

42:4: But Benjamin, Joseph's brother, Jacob sent not with his 

brethren; for he said, Lest peradventure mischief befall him. 

42:5: And the sons of Israel came to buy corn among those that came: 

for the famine was in the land of Canaan. 

42:6: And Joseph was the governor over the land, and he it was that 

sold to all the people of the land: and Joseph's brethren came, and 

bowed down themselves before him with their faces to the earth. 

42:7: And Joseph saw his brethren, and he knew them, but made 

himself strange unto them, and spake roughly unto them; and he said 

unto them, Whence come ye? And they said, From the land of Canaan 

to buy food. 

42:8: And Joseph knew his brethren, but they knew not him. 

42:9: And Joseph remembered the dreams which he dreamed of 

them, and said unto them, Ye are spies; to see the nakedness of the 

land ye are come. 
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42:10: And they said unto him, Nay, my lord, but to buy food are thy 

servants come. 

42:11: We are all one man's sons; we are true men, thy servants are 

no spies. 

42:12: And he said unto them, Nay, but to see the nakedness of the 

land ye are come. 

42:13: And they said, Thy servants are twelve brethren, the sons of 

one man in the land of Canaan; and, behold, the youngest is this day 

with our father, and one is not. 

42:14: And Joseph said unto them, That is it that I spake unto you, 

saying, Ye are spies: 

42:15: Hereby ye shall be proved: By the life of Pharaoh ye shall not 

go forth hence, except your youngest brother come hither. 

42:16: Send one of you, and let him fetch your brother, and ye shall be 

kept in prison, that your words may be proved, whether there be any 

truth in you: or else by the life of Pharaoh surely ye are spies. 

42:17: And he put them all together into ward three days. 

The famine arrived as God had told Pharaoh and the famine was so 

severe that it even affected the land of Canaan. 

So Jacob tells his boys, “The pantry is almost empty, we are running out 

of food, I heard there is corn in Egypt, go and buy some that we may 

live.” So Jacob’s 10 sons head south to buy corn. 
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In the KJB the word corn is used; what is corn? Today we know it as the 

corn we eat today; corn on the cob. 

But the word corn means this: the grain of a cereal grass that is the 

primary crop of a region (such as wheat in Britain and oats in Scotland 

and Ireland, millet in Africa, and rice in Asia, etc.). 

Maize is the original word used for the crop we know today as corn; 

corn is an alternative name for maize that was introduced later. 

It has been almost 20 years since Joseph has seen his brothers, imagine 

the shock and the amazement when he sees his brothers standing 

there and then seeing them bow before him. And like a flash, Joseph 

recalls his dreams—God had foretold him this day would come. But 

Joseph doesn’t welcome them, the Bible says, “He spoke roughly to 

them.” 

I could imagine all the mixed feelings that overcame him—longing, 

surprise, anger, resentment, vengeance. 

He recognized them, but they did not recognize him; he was 17 and 

most of them were already adults when Joseph was sold. 

Likewise Jesus was not known by His brethren. John 1:10: He was in the 

world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. 

Deut. 18:15: The LORD thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from 

the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall 

hearken; 

And as they are standing there before him, Joseph accuses them of 

being spies. Joseph knew they weren’t spies. We would be right to 
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accuse Joseph of being deceitful with them; of getting back at them. He 

now has the upper hand. 

But Joseph had a different motive for being hard and accusatory. He 

wanted to know if these men were the same men who sold him nearly 

20 years ago. Joseph is looking for a sign from his brothers that they 

had repented of their sin of selling him and are sorry for it. He is not 

just lying for vengeance. 

God sometimes uses ways we think may be harsh to call us to go to 

where He wants us to be. We must never resent the work of God in our 

lives, because it was the hardness of our hearts that prompted God to 

do this to begin with. 

Psalm 119:67: Before I was afflicted I went astray: but now have I kept 

thy word. 

After they were accused of being spies, the brothers now begin to 

defend themselves, “We are not spies, we are the twelve sons of one 

man.” 

And they tell Joseph that the youngest is with their father and one is 

not.” They told the lie so many times, that they believe it—Joseph is 

dead. This was a lie and they knew it. They knew that Joseph was not 

dead, but sold to a life of slavery by their hands. 

Saying that Joseph was dead didn’t make him dead, likewise, saying 

that Jesus isn’t alive doesn’t make Him dead or make Him go away. The 

truth is the truth no matter whether others refuse to believe it or not. 
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Joseph wasn’t happy with their answer, they did not confess their sin; 

they hid it. He persisted with the accusation that they were spies—he 

threw them in jail and required that one of them should go back and 

bring their youngest brother in order that Joseph may ascertain their 

story was truthful. What a dilemma? Who would go back? How would 

they choose? 

The brothers return home with corn and consternation 

42:18: And Joseph said unto them the third day, This do, and live; for I 

fear God: 

42:19: If ye be true men, let one of your brethren be bound in the 

house of your prison: go ye, carry corn for the famine of your houses: 

42:20: But bring your youngest brother unto me; so shall your words 

be verified, and ye shall not die. And they did so. 

42:21: And they said one to another, We are verily guilty concerning 

our brother, in that we saw the anguish of his soul, when he besought 

us, and we would not hear; therefore is this distress come upon us. 

42:22: And Reuben answered them, saying, Spake I not unto you, 

saying, Do not sin against the child; and ye would not hear?  

therefore, behold, also his blood is required. 

42:23: And they knew not that Joseph understood them; for he spake 

unto them by an interpreter. 

42:24: And he turned himself about from them, and wept; and 

returned to them again, and communed with them, and took from 

them Simeon, and bound him before their eyes. 
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42:25: Then Joseph commanded to fill their sacks with corn, and to 

restore every man's money into his sack, and to give them provision 

for the way: and thus did he unto them. 

42:26: And they laded their asses with the corn, and departed thence. 

42:27: And as one of them opened his sack to give his ass provender in 

the inn, he espied his money; for, behold, it was in his sack's mouth. 

42:28: And he said unto his brethren, My money is restored; and, lo, it 

is even in my sack: and their heart failed them, and they were afraid, 

saying one to another, What is this that God hath done unto us? 

But after three days, Joseph has a change of heart; he would release all 

but one. He made the decision for them. 

And three days in prison was enough time for them to reflect on their 

sin—“We are verily guilty concerning our brother…” 

Joseph was successful in getting his brothers to admit their sin and 

recognize what they did. 

I want to point out what they said, “…we saw the anguish of his soul, 

when he besought us, and we would not hear…” 

This confession always moves me. Joseph was pleading and begging, 

crying his heart out, but his brothers didn’t flinch. Their hearts were 

hardened towards him that they couldn’t care less. 

Matt. 24:12: And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall 

wax cold. 
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Sin is the reason why men are so hard, even today. Nothing will move 

them, there is no sense of remorsefulness in them. 

And as the brothers were discussing this amongst themselves, Joseph 

was listening and understood every word. But they had no idea that the 

lord of the land was Joseph, their very own brother. 

The typology here is very important—the conscience of the sinner has 

been awakened. The sinner has been put in jail, life just turned upside 

down and the sinner begins to reflect. How many a sinner has been 

saved after a tragedy that has rocked their world. God does this to 

awaken the sinner to his plight, to his weakness, to his condition. 

Did you know that the United States Department of the Treasury 

maintains a Federal Conscience Fund? It is one of three gift funds and 

the Conscience Fund is used for voluntary contributions from people 

who have stolen from or defrauded the United States Government. 

Most gifts to the Conscience Fund are from anonymous donors. 

This fund collects money people send in because they know they 

cheated the government in some way. People have sent in money 

because they took army blankets for souvenirs, for cheating on 

postage, or on income tax. One man wrote the IRS and said, “I cheated 

on my taxes and can’t sleep at night. Here is a check for $100. If I still 

can’t sleep, I’ll send the rest I owe.” 

The Bible warns that in the last days the conscience of Christians will be 

seared. 

1 Tim. 4:2: Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared 

with a hot iron; 
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When you sear a steak you close up the pores of the meat locking in the 

juices—nothing goes in, nothing comes out. 

Jack Wellman said, “By tuning out the Spirit of God, we are making it 

harder each time for the Spirit of God to speak to us.” 

And when Joseph heard their confession he turned around and wept. 

He was overcome with emotion as he observed this work of God in the 

conscience of his brothers. It was the first step for their relationship to 

be reconciled. 

So their sacks are filled, and now they head back home without Simeon. 

I have often wondered why Simeon was the one Joseph kept back? It 

has been suggested that Simeon was the one who proposed killing 

Joseph before it was decided to sell him to the Ishmaelites; I wonder if 

Simeon was also the one to propose killing the men of Shechem for 

what was done to Dinah. 

They stop for a break at the nearest inn (it was likely a 180 mile journey 

back home) and as they open their sacks to feed their animals they find 

their money in their sacks of grain. Their hearts melt. 

Not only was their money restored they were also given additional 

monies: “…and to give them provision for the way: and thus did he unto 

them (vs. 25).” 

They were afraid, because Joseph had already accused of them being 

spies, now they could also be accused for being thieves. 
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Their consciences for once had been awakened; when they saw the 

money on their sacks they considered it as punishment from God. But 

was this punishment or a gift? They uttered, “What is this that God 

hath done unto us?” 

For once they saw God’s hand in their circumstances, regardless of their 

perception—whether good or bad—for the first time they bring God in 

the picture. God begins to reveal Himself to them. 

One commentator said, “A guilty conscience doesn’t even know how to 

handle gifts from God.” 

Jacob is forced to make a hard decision 

42:29: And they came unto Jacob their father unto the land of Canaan, 

and told him all that befell unto them; saying, 

42:30: The man, who is the lord of the land, spake roughly to us, and 

took us for spies of the country. 

42:31: And we said unto him, We are true men; we are no spies: 

42:32: We be twelve brethren, sons of our father; one is not, and the 

youngest is this day with our father in the land of Canaan.  

42:33: And the man, the lord of the country, said unto us, Hereby shall 

I know that ye are true men; leave one of your brethren here with me, 

and take food for the famine of your households, and be gone:  

42:34: And bring your youngest brother unto me: then shall I know 

that ye are no spies, but that ye are true men: so will I deliver you 

your brother, and ye shall traffick in the land. 
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42:35: And it came to pass as they emptied their sacks, that, behold, 

every man's bundle of money was in his sack: and when both they 

and their father saw the bundles of money, they were afraid. 

42:36: And Jacob their father said unto them, Me have ye bereaved of 

my children: Joseph is not, and Simeon is not, and ye will take 

Benjamin away: all these things are against me. 

42:37: And Reuben spake unto his father, saying, Slay my two sons, if I 

bring him not to thee: deliver him into my hand, and I will bring him 

to thee again. 

42:38: And he said, My son shall not go down with you; for his brother 

is dead, and he is left alone: if mischief befall him by the way in the 

which ye go, then shall ye bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to 

the grave. 

What do you think the conversations were as they were heading home? 

“How do we explain to father that Simeon is not with us? How do we 

explain to father that we have both the grain and the money—even 

more then we left with? How do we explain to father that we have to 

go back to Egypt and bring Benjamin?” The distress they had caused 

their brother has come home to roost. 

Num. 32:23: But if ye will not do so, behold, ye have sinned against the 

LORD: and be sure your sin will find you out. 

They boys are now finally home and they tell Jacob all that has 

happened to them. This was not the trip they expected. 
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And when Jacob hears all about their adventure in Egypt, he laments: 

“All these things are against me!” 

All he wanted was for his boys to buy some food so that they could live, 

but he got more than he bargained for. Not only has he lost Joseph, but 

now Jacob faces the prospect of losing two more sons. 

But we know that Joseph was alive, Jacob didn’t ask and God chose not 

to tell Jacob. This shows the power of believing a lie—Jacob was 

tormented by this lie. Whether it is our fault or not – lies have power 

over us. It is one of the greatest tools the devil uses against us; if he can 

get us to believe a lie he can bring us into bondage—and this is what 

happened to Jacob. 

One commentator suggested some lies we tend to believe: 

· God has forsaken me 

· I’m beyond hope 

· I can never confess my sin 

· I’m worthless 

All these lies if believed can exert the wrong influence in our lives, they 

have power over us and we become subject them, we come into 

bondage under those lies. 

Jacob, the man blessed by God, given the Abrahamic covenant, a man 

who wrestled with God, spoke to and saw God, utters these words: “All 

things are against me.” 
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He never once paused and turned to God; he never once went to God 

in prayer and asked the Almighty: “What do you say?” 

But in all this God was working out His plan, even if Jacob couldn’t see 

it. 

Spurgeon said, “If you drink of the river of affliction near its outfall, it is 

brackish and offensive to the taste, but if you will trace it to its source, 

where it rises at the foot of the throne of God, you will find its waters 

to be sweet and health-giving.” 

Reuben’s dramatic offer 

Reuben decides to step up, remember he wanted to deliver Joseph out 

his brothers’ hands while they were plotting to kill him. “Slay my two 

sons, if I do not bring Benjamin back.” 

Do think Jacob would have trusted Reuben? Let’s read and see what 

Jacob thought of his first born son. 

Gen. 49:4: Unstable as water, thou shalt not excel; because thou 

wentest up to thy father's bed; then defiledst thou it: he went up to my 

couch. 

Jacob makes the executive decision, “Benjamin will not go down to 

Egypt.” Benjamin the last vestige Jacob has of Rachel—his beloved wife. 

Jacob couldn’t bear the thought of losing his youngest son: “…if 

mischief befall him…then shall ye bring down my gray hairs with sorrow 

to the grave.” It tells you what Jacob thought of Simeon. As far as Jacob 

is concerned he only had one son: “My son shall not go down with 

you…” But God had other plans. Next week, chapter 43. 


